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The Mexican American War of 1846-1848, transformed Northern Mexico into the United 
States Southwest and gave the United States an instant population of Mexican descent 
within its new borders. The Southwest became a staging area for Mexican and Mexican 
American migration to Michigan and other states. 1 Mexicans came to Michigan to work 
in Henry Ford’s automobile factory making cars for $5 a day.  

  

Mexicans and Mexican Americans were major participants in the year-round cycle of 
migration by agricultural workers from California to Michigan. 2 Agricultural workers of 
Mexican descent contributed to the prosperity of the sugar beet industry in Michigan. 
Mexicans consider themselves to be the Cosmic Race, a combination of European, 
Amerindian and African roots with many others.  African Mexicans were part of the 
migration of Mexicans to Michigan. 

 

The number of Mexican nationals living in Michigan rose from 56 in 1900 to almost 
10,000 in 1930. 3 

 

The Great Depression resulted in the mass deportation of an estimated 400,000 
Mexicans with their American-born children between 1929 and 1940.  Michigan’s 
recorded Mexican population fell from 9,739 to 3,694. 4 

 

The conversion of the auto for WWII defense production and the recovery of the 
national economy drew Mexicans back into Michigan.  Between 1940 and 1950, Detroit, 
Saginaw, Pontiac and Flint saw a modest rise of their Mexican populations. 5 

Metropolitan Detroit continued to be a major destination for Mexicans in Michigan. 
Noticeable Mexican colonies could be found in the seven counties around Detroit in 
1970.6 

Within Detroit, the largest concentration of Mexican occurred in Southwest 
Detroit-Corktown area with nearby colonies in Melvindale and Dearborn Heights. 7 
Today, Mexicans and Mexican Americans continue to contribute to ethnic diversity and 
economic property of both Detroit and Michigan. 



 

An Interview with Rufus Vargas, a Detroiter originally from Guerrero 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQZOqKTQHQA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCQarqaHpeY 

In business and industry today, the Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (MHCC) is 
the premier gateway to Hispanic business and advocacy in the state and across Latin 
America.  Its membership includes nearly 11,000 Hispanic-owned businesses in the 
state which allows the organization to offer a unique mix of programs and targeted 
business services, all aimed at advancing Hispanic business growth. Members include 
Hispanic Business Enterprises (HBEs), automakers and tiered suppliers, publicly traded 
companies in the banking, energy, food processing and office supply industries, and a 
range of companies and organizations interested in doing business with the state’s 
growing base of Hispanic businesses and consumers. 
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