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Colonialism is the practice of foreign countries 
conquering and economically exploiting people in less 
powerful countries. Spain and Britain used their 
advanced weapons and military to colonize the 
indigenous peoples and create settlements in Central, 
South, and North America. 
From 1519 to 1829, Spanish colonialists in Mexico 
(New Spain) brought approximately 500,000 Africans 
to work as slaves at the Colonialists’ Haciendas, 
ranches, and silver mines.  Similarly, from 1640-1776, 
Colonialists in America (The British Colonies) attained 
450,000 Africans to provide slave labor in almost 
every facet of American life. 
as much higher. 

 
Colonizers imposed their religion and culture on the colonized 
natives and enslaved Africans. In Mexico, the Catholic Church 
disallowed marriage between Spaniards and blacks but 
sanctioned marriages between blacks and mestizos (mixed 
race) and indigenous people.  Unlike in Mexico, American slave 
owners regulated marriages. The church had no say. Although 
mixed-race children proliferated, marriages between whites 
and blacks were banned. 
 
Colonizers imposed their religion and culture on the colonized natives and enslaved Africans. In Mexico, the Catholic 
Church disallowed marriage between Spaniards and blacks but sanctioned marriages between blacks and mestizos 
(mixed race) and indigenous people.  Unlike in Mexico, American slave owners regulated marriages. The church had 
no say. Although mixed-race children proliferated, marriages between whites and blacks were banned. 
 
Spanish colonizers developed a social caste system to document the race mixing 
in Mexico.  Priests assigned babies to a lifelong caste at birth. British Colonialists 
used Hypodescent—the “One Drop Rule”—to differentiate the races. This 
system relegated mixed-race people to the subordinate race. A person with “one 
drop” of black ancestry was considered black. 
In Colonial America, enslaved blacks planned several insurrections, such as the 
1739 Stono Rebellion. None were successful. However, runaways often found 
refuge in maroon communities such as those in the Great Dismal Swamp 
bordering the colonies of Virginia and North Carolina. 

This	lithograph	features	African	captives,	mainly	young	people,	
bound	for	a	life	of	slavery	in	the	Americas.	Copyright:	Library	of	
Congress-LOC 

TThis	image	depicts	a	mestiza	(mixed	race)	woman	and	
black	man	in	Mexico.	It	indicates	the	acceptance	of	such	
mixed	race	relationships—barring	Spaniards	born	in	
Spain.	Copyright:	Museo	de	las	Culturas	Afromestizas. 

This	painting	depicts	what	the	artist	
believes	Yanga,	leader	of	a	maroon	
rebellion	in	Mexico	may	have	looked	
like.	Courtesy	of	the	artist,	Aydee	



Colonialism in America ended with the Revolutionary War against Britain in 1776.  Blacks fought in the war with the 
hope of gaining their freedom. In Mexico, colonialism ended after the Mexican War for Independence against Spain in 
1821. Like blacks in America, mestizos and maroons fought in the War. In Mexico, slaves were freed eight (8) years 
after its Revolutionary War, however in the United States, slavery remained another 89 years until 1865 following the 
Civil War. 
 
 


