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Following the Civil War and the abolition of slavery, racial segregation was legislated in the United States affecting all 
aspects of life – homes, schools, hotels, hospitals, cemeteries – everything was racially segregated with African 
Americans treated as second-class citizens. 
 
The African-American Civil Rights Movement (1955–1968) refers to the social movements in the United States 
aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against African Americans and restoring voting rights to them. The goals of 
the Civil Rights Movement also included racial dignity, economic and political self-sufficiency, and freedom from 
oppression by white Americans. 
 

 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was an American clergyman, activist, and prominent leader in the African-American Civil 
Rights Movement.  He is best known for his role in the advancement of civil rights in the United States and around 
the world, using nonviolent methods following the teachings of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi of India.  Forms of 
protest and/or civil disobedience included boycotts such as the successful Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955–1956) 
in Alabama; “sit-ins” such as the influential Greensboro sit-ins (1960) in North Carolina; marches, such as the Selma 
to Montgomery marches (1965) in Alabama; and a wide range of other nonviolent activities. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had a dream that all God’s children would be judged on the basis of their characters, not 
on the color of their skin.  In 1964, King became the youngest person to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his work 
to end racial segregation and racial discrimination through civil disobedience and other nonviolent means. 
 
Due in part to King’s efforts, in 1964, the United States passed the Civil Rights Act that banned discrimination based 
on “race, color, religion, or national origin” in employment practices and public accommodations; the Voting Rights 



Act of 1965, that restored and protected voting rights – the same as President Vicente Guerrero did in Mexico in 
1829. 
 
Civil Rights legislation also included the Immigration and Nationality Services Act of 1965 that dramatically opened 
entry to the U.S. to immigrants from Mexico and other non-European groups; and the Fair Housing Act of 1968, that 
banned racial discrimination in the sale or rental of housing. 
 
Tragically, like President Vicente Guerrero of Mexico who abolished slavery and was executed on February 14, 1831; 
and President Abraham Lincoln of the United States, who abolished slavery and was assassinated on April 11, 1865; 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was also assassinated on April 4, 1968.  Tragically, these three (3) great leaders of 
freedom were all murdered. 
 
King was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and Congressional Gold Medal in 2004; 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was established as a U.S. federal holiday in 1986. 
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