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Clearly opportunities for flight existed for the African Americans who were held in bondage within the United States, 
and the pathway of freedom into Mexico accomplished an escape for many. (Pathways of Freedom to Mexico: 
Rethinking the Underground Railroad 1810-1865) 
 
 
Geographically, the Rio Grande River provided easy passage, and natural protection for those trying to evade 
pursuers. The notion of freedom had been linked into the minds of those held in bondage within the United States 
when Mexico had been abolished slavery within its borders in 1829.  This coupled with the proximity of Texas as a 
“border state” to Mexico made freedom more obtainable than traveling a long distance to Canada. 
African Americans seeking freedom not only relied upon their own instincts, but also the complex network which 
extended from the aid of abolitionists and slave sympathizers. Fortunately, there are personal accounts of those that 
have travelled the pathway and those who have witnessed during their travels the successful escapees within 
Mexico. Evidence also suggests that the scale of runaway slaves was enough to merit a reward for their return to 
bondage. (African Americans Escape Across the Rio Grande to Freedom in Mexico) 

 
The importance of this Pathway to 
Freedom – The Underground Railroad to 
Mexico – was recognized by the United 
States government as Congress enacted 
Public Law 101-628 on November 28, 
1990, which directed the National Park 
Service to conduct a study of alternatives 
for commemorating the Underground 
Railroad which included sites and 
pathways into Mexico (see Map 1). 1 
 
 
 
Source: Underground Railroad, United 
States Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service1 
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